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Sept. 19: During a speech broadcast nation-wide, President Guillermo Endara announced the
government had decided to launch a counterstrike against strikers. Endara said he would not listen
to strikers who resort to pressure tactics. He added that complaints should be orderly and processed
through legal procedures. An estimated 10,000 demonstrators marched through the streets of
Panama City to protest the government's economic policies. Isaac Rodriguez, leader of the Right for
Life Coordinator, submitted two petitions to the national congress. The first called for declaring Dec.
20 a day of national mourning in commemoration of those who died during the 1989 US invasion.
The Coordinator, comprised of over a dozen union and civic organizations, also demanded an end
to US intervention in Panamanian domestic affairs. The second petition called on legislators to
revoke legislation which permitted the government to dismiss over 500 public employees accused of
participating in the December 1990 police rebellion. Sept. 20: Attorney General Rogelio Cruz warned
that President Endara could declare a "state of emergency and suspend constitutional rights" if
protests against the government's economic policies continue. Cruz said the government would
employ these and other legal means to defend its institutions from the "enemies of democracy."
Nine of Panama's 11 teacher associations signed an accord with the Education Ministry. Under the
accord, the government promised to immediately pay teachers six months worth of a total 15 months
in back wages. The remaining nine months worth is to be paid in April 1992, at the beginning of the
next budget cycle. In addition, the educators received assurances that government will not apply
sanctions against the 30,000 teachers who participated in the strike. The Independent Teachers
Association, and Panamanian Teachers United refused to sign off on the accord because it did not
include a pledge by the government to revoke a decree which endangers teachers' jobs and salaries
during strikes. Education Minister Marco Alarcon promised to address this issue in the following
week. Striking banana plantation workers, teachers, health workers and transportation workers
in Bocas del Toro department reached an accord with government officials. The government
agreed to immediately commence reconstruction projects in the area, and to respond to petitions
concerning repairs to physical infrastructure within 30 days. Bocas del Toro was devastated by the
April earthquake, and flooding in August. Government officials also agreed to acquire a 10 ha.
plot for construction of a hospital next year in Changuinola. Sept. 23: Teacher union leader Eulogia
Bocanegra told reporters that teachers would return to their classrooms Sept. 24. She said the strike
had affected 90% of the nation's schools. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 09/19/91, 09/20/91, 09/23/91;
AFP, 09/20/91, 09/21/91, 09/23/91)
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